[Gunshot injuries--their incidence and surgical problems].
Since the time when firearms became readily available, surgeons have had to deal with the gunshot wounds which have presented for treatment. In middle europe, in peace time, gunshot wounds account for only a small percentage of the total number of trauma cases seen. This is reflected in our patient census in which a mere 0.065% of cases were associated with such injuries. It would seem that a relevant knowledge of the technical and physical attributes of firearms is important. With this understanding, the formulation of an according treatment plan is made easier. Gunshot wounds are frequently not confined to the extremities. The trauma surgeon, who largely deals with limb injuries, is now confronted with an increasing number of chest and trunk wounds and their particular therapeutic consequences.